
Giving Tree Gifts 
 
The Giving Tree is a heartwarming example of the generosity 
and spirit of volunteerism in the St. Peter’s Parish family.  
Each year, the project begins in October with a planning meet-
ing of the team captains: Janell Knutson and Beverly Schultz 
(Giving Tree co-chairs), Jean and Ted Jagelski (Gift Tag sub-
committee co-chairs), Dave and Ann Martin (Gift Basket sub-
committee co-chairs), Mary Dillon and Judy Stolper.  
 For over 10 years. St. Peter’s has been providing Christ-
mas gifts to men, women and children at Luke House and the 
children of families residing at Northport Apartments for a 
total of about 380 gifts. The handmade gift tags represent an 
individual child at Northport or a person receiving assistance 
at Luke House. 
 The gifts are sorted on two Sunday afternoons. They are 
sorted for Luke House by type of gift (man, woman, child and 
size). Gifts are sorted for Northport by matching the gift tag to 
an individual child on the master list. Missing Northport gifts 
must be purchased for those children. Volunteers deliver the 
gifts to Northport Apartments in time for their annual Christ-
mas party and each child receives their gift at that time.  Janell 
Knutson and Beverly Schultz spearhead the organization, sort-
ing, delivery and purchase of the Luke House and Northport 
gifts.  
 In addition, at Christmas dozens of folks in our church 
community are unable (or find it difficult) to travel from their 
homes or assisted care facilities. The St. Peter Giving Tree 
efforts remember these homebound folks through individual 
gift deliveries. Year after year, dozens of gracious people do-
nate money (through tags on the Giving Tree), while others 
then donate their time and organizational skills to make Christ-
mas a bit happier for these folks. 
 This year just before Christmas, volunteers delivered a 
total of seventy gifts (fruit baskets and gift bags). Folks in 
their homes receive fruit baskets and those in assisted care fa-
cilities receive gift bags of small, practical items. Over the past 
few years, the delivery total has swelled significantly. That’s 
because more Giving Tree donations have been made and ad-
ditional volunteers have stepped forward to help out with de-
liveries. For gifts to the homebound, Judy Stolper provides 
information on those to be remembered. Ann & David Martin 
then order fruit baskets, prepare gift bags, and line up volun-

teers for the deliveries. This year, about a dozen volunteers 
delivered gifts to the homebound in Madison, Verona, Sun 
Prairie, and Stoughton.  The gifts add happiness to all involved 
– including the volunteers making deliveries. 
 Volunteers that made gift tags, sorted gifts, and delivered 
gifts to Luke House, Northport and shut-ins this year include: 
Gayle Rubin, Shirley Shillingshaw, Paddy and Greg Rosenber-
ger, Mary Jo Bobholz, Ray Anecki, JoAnn Donahue, Judy 
McQuinn, Marilyn Henry, Ginger Gostomski, Jan Palmer, Teri 
Kinney, Marlys Buechner, Annette Bernhagen, Donna Ellis, 
Peg Farrell (and Supervisor Bob), Karl & Mary Ann Klee-
mann, Teri Finnegan, Eileen McDonald, Linda Conlon, Phyllis 
Bruns, Leah Lestina, Marie McDermott, Rick Swatek, Cindy 
Spangler, Diane Dabbert; Jack & Mary Dillon; Tracy & John 
Drill; Theresa Kiesler and Family; Susan & Dennis Lajter; 
Brian & Kim Longfield; Tom & Emily Mayer; Sarah Kidd; 
Jim & Sharon Goodno; Peter George, Rosanne Hill; Toni & 
Don Minter; Bonnie Pernier; Judy Stolper; Beverly Tormey; 
Dennis Gustin, Joan George, Sandy Martinson, Steve Lang, 
Joan Henning, Michelle Sharp, John Kelly, Tom Severson, 
Maria and Bernie Coy, and Barb and Dave Johnson. Many of 
these volunteers have assisted with this project for several 
years in a row now.  
 Thanks to everyone involved – including those who do-
nate money and time to brighten the day for members of our 
St. Peter community, children at Northport and families at 
Luke House at this special time of year.  

(From left to right) Paddy Rosenberger, Jean Jagelski, Bev 
Schultz and Janell Knutson around the Giving Tree. 

Filled gift bags ready for delivery to assisted care residents. Sorting gifts from under the Giving Tree. 

St. Peter's High School Boys 
Basketball Teams 
 
St. Peter's has two boys basketball teams again this year. Team 
I is coached by Bernie Rasmussen and Team II is coached by 
Jerry Stoker and the coordinator is Pat O'Donnell. Games are 
played on Saturdays and Sundays at: 
 

 - W.H.S.(Waunakee High School) 
 301 Community Drive, Waunakee 
 - Queen of Peace 
 418 Holly Drive, Madison (off Mineral Point Road) 
 - Keva 
 8312 Forsythia Street, Middleton (off of Airport Road) 
 

Support our boys teams, check out their schedule, and pick a 
game or two to attend. 

St. Peter's High School Boys Basketball Team II 
Front Row: Tyler Kubicek, Zach Daveler, Casey O'Donnell, 

Jake Page and Coach Jerry Stoker 
Back Row: Kyle Heindl, Ryan Schroeckenthaler and 

Trevor Kruschek 

St. Peter's High School Boys Basketball Team I 
Front Row: Mark Vinje, Brian Larson, John Miller and 

Casey Dolphin 
Back Row: TJ Gillitzer, Coach Bernie Rasmussen, 

Max Strommen and Nick George 

Game Schedule 
  
Sunday, Jan. 11th 
 5:00 pm @ Keva Court # 2 Team II vs Team I 
Saturday, Jan. 17th 
 4:00pm @ Keva Court # 1 Team I vs St. Mary's 
 5:15pm @ Keva Court #1 Asbury United vs Team II 
Sunday, Jan 25th 
 3:00pm @ Queen of Peace, St. Albert vs Team I 
 4:15pm @ Queen of Peace, Team II vs Good Shephard 
Sunday, Feb 1st 
 TBA @ Keva Court #2, SFX-Black vs Team II 
 1:45 pm @ Keva Court #2 Team I vs St. Bernard 
Sunday Feb 15th  
 4:15pm @ Queen of Peace, Team II vs Queen of Peace 
 5:30pm @ Queen of Peace, Team I vs St. Dennis 
Sunday, Feb 22nd 
 4:15pm @ Queen of Peace, Team II vs St. Mary's 
 5:30pm @ Queen of Peace, Team I vs Good Shephard 
Sunday, March 1st  
 2:15pm @Queen of Peace, Team I vs SFX-Black 
 3:30pm @ Queen of Peace, Team II vs St. Albert 
 
Tournament play will be announced at a later date. Check the 
parish website for updates and photos.  

KC: Parish Christmas Party 
 
The Parish Christmas Party was a big hit! Father read a story and 
Diane sang songs. Mr. & Mrs. Claus also made an appearance. 
The children got Christmas tree sand art containers, and a stuffed 
animal. There was also body art. Food included popcorn, hotdogs, 
chips, soda and a few cookies for everyone. We had a great turnout 
for the poster contest, the most entries we have ever had -- 40. 
There were 80 kids and 46 adults that participated this year. A 
great time was had by all! A big thanks to all who helped put this 
"show" on. At right is a picture of some of the people who helped. 
Some left before we had a chance to include them in the photo. 
 

A BIG thank you to all who helped!  
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“Ripples of Encouragement” Women’s Retreat 
 
EMCA (East Madison Catholic Adults) will sponsor a 
Women’s Retreat, "Ripples of Encouragement," with 
Cheryl Kirking on Friday, March 6, 2009 at St. Dennis 
Parish Center, 413 Dempsey Road, Madison, WI 53714. 
 Cheryl Kirking presents a message of hope, joy, and 
inspiration. She tickles funny bones and tugs at the heart-
strings of nationwide audiences, while weaving original 
songs, humor and stories from her book, Ripples of Joy. 
Get ready to laugh, tap your toes and be encouraged. Plan 
on joining us! 
 Cheryl’s passion is encouraging others to identify and 
use their God-given gifts to create “ripples of joy.” 
 

http://www.cherylkirking.com/ 
 
The cost is $19.00. The retreat begins with coffee and donuts at 9:00am and ends 
with lunch at 11:30am. 
 Cheryl will have books and CD's available and will personally sign them. Fli-
ers and registration forms will be available starting February 17 at church and on the 
parish website: 
 
  http://www.stpetersofmadison.org/  

Mary Poppins 
 
The world's most famous Nanny will 
arrive at the Cadillac Palace Theatre in 
Chicago. 
 
St. Peter's will be getting a bus to-
gether with other East side Parishes. 
 

DATE: Wednesday-May 6, 2009 
2:00 pm Matinee!! 

 

COST: $85.00 
 

Please pick up a registration flyer with 
additional information in the back of 
Church or on the parish website: 

http://www.stpetersofmadison.org/ 
 
 Seats are filling up fast!!  

Religious Education Students 
Celebrate with a Birthday Party for 
Jesus 
 
Pre-K through 5th Grade Religious Education students held 
Birthday Parties for Jesus on December 10th and 14th. The 
students brought in baby gifts which were donated to Elizabeth 
House, a Christian Residential Home for women with un-
planned pregnancies. Students played party games and en-
joyed cake and ice cream during the celebration.  

(Above) These fabulous 5th graders, Samantha Jacobsen, Chel-
sea Johanning and Catherine Kiesler, show off their reindeer 
antlers during Jesus' Birthday Party. The students competed to 
design the best antlers in 5 minutes. 3rd graders compete for the last chair while playing 

"No Room at the Inn." 

The Pre-Kindergarten class plays Christmas Bingo. 

A Merry Christmas! 

Mary holds the baby Jesus while surrounded by a chorus of 
angels at the 4pm Christmas Eve liturgy this year. 

A Very Special Thank You 
 
As you may have noticed, the newsletter looks a little different this month. As the 
new editor of In The News, I would like to extend a special “Thank You” to the out-
going editor Debbie Skinner for all of her help in the transition process. As a rela-
tively new parishioner of St. Peter’s, I can attest to the warm and welcoming com-
munity spirit that is felt upon first receiving the newsletter. This is a direct result of 
all the time and effort Debbie has put in over the years. She has left some very big 
shoes to fill. So once again, 
 

Thank You Debbie! 


