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First Reconciliation Retreat

Students preparing for their First Reconciliation at-
tended a retreat on the morning of November 14. The
youth made candles symbolizing God's forgiving love,
toured the reconciliation room, visited a Jerusalem
prison, and acted out parables. At the video station the
students watched a clip from the movie version of The
Grinch Who Stole Christmas. This was a timely and fun

video, and the kids were able to easily identify all the Above: Ada Hazen and Alethea

steps of reconciliation that the Grinch went through in Pacz work on their candles.

the final scenes of the movie. After all their preparations, At right: Colton Williams and

Ethan Johnson make candles
during the retreat.

the students celebrated their First Reconciliation on
Wednesday, December 2 during class time. The evening
wrapped up with a celebration for the youth and their
families. <

Christmas Party

The annual parish Christmas party will be on December 12th this
year. Registration will begin at 12:30, (as in the past as you register
you will be given a number and that is the order you get to see
Santa), with the activities to begin with Father reading a story at
1 PM. There will be face painting, singing of songs, a ventriloquist,
Mr. & Mrs. Santa, pictures with Santa, hot dog, chips and soda, sand

art and lots of fun.

Poster Contest

There will be a poster contest at the KC
children's Christmas party at 1 PM on
12/12. The theme will be "The true
meaning of Christmas". There will be
cash prizes of $25 for 1%, $15 for 2" and
$10 for 3™. The winner will be entered

in the diocesan contest.

Upcoming Celebrations — Mark your calendars!

Advent Reconciliation Dates: St. Peter, Tue, Dec. 15" at 7:00 p.m.
St. Bernard’s, Sun, Dec. 13" at 3:00 p.m.
St. Dennis, Wed, Dec. 16" at 7:00 p.m.
Immaculate Heart of Mary, Mon, Dec. 21* 7:00 p.m.

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Mass Times:
Thursday December 24™ at 4:00pm
Thursday December 24™ at 6:00pm
Thursday December 24" at 11:00pm
Friday December 25" at 9:00am
Friday December 25" at 11:00am

CHRISTMASTIME

Christmas Eve
Children’s Liturgy

Mark your calendar!

All youth in our parish are in-
vited to participate in the 4:00
p.m. Mass on Christmas Eve,
December 24. In order to par-
ticipate in this wonderful lit-
urgy, youth MUST attend
rchearsal on Wednesday,
December 16 at 6:15 p.m.






everyone was so amazing. It made me think about how much we
could do if we all came together and did the same thing, just like
in the Sprint Center, and worked to make the world a better place
for all those who live in it. So much could get done if we all
worked for the greater good.

Bridget Skinner - NCYC was amazing and the speakers were truly
inspiring. Father Tony’s workshop was great and it made me real-
ize that I should remember that I came

and what they wish they would have done differently. That really
helped me realize many things and that if I don’t feel comfortable
in a relationship to get out of it. And also not to tolerate anything
from anyone. The main thing that I learned is that if anyone treats
you with less respect than you deserve DUMP THEM!

Brandon Skinner - This NCYC was amazing. It was even better
than the first one I went on and I thought that was an impossible
thing to beat. During these few days I

from God and everything I do reflects
him. That is why you should always act
with respect and don’t be stupid! I also
really enjoyed the chastity speakers Jason
and Crystallina. They both were so proud
and sure of themselves and know that
saving yourself for marriage was the right
thing to do. They made me think about
my life, my relationships, and my future
relationships and realize that God has a
plan for me and that if I let him take
charge, he’ll make sure I find the people I
need in my life. “This experience has
helped me realize that life isn’t worth
worrying about because if you let God
take control he will make sure your life
turns out just the way he planned.”

Brittany Skinner - 1 had a great time on
my second trip to NCYC and I am very
sad that I will not be able to attend the
2011 Indianapolis NCYC. I learned a lot
but the one thing that stood out to me
the most was the chastity speakers, Jason
and Crystallina. They were very blunt
about everything and it helped me to get
the message they were trying to tell us.
Crystallina really showed me how impor-

tant it is to respect yourself if you want L
T J. Gillitzer, Kari Meyer and Brandon Skinner.

guys to respect you too. You have to set
your standards and never lower them
because you deserve the best and nothing
less than that.”

TJ Gillitzer - When Steve said if Jesus
came to you today and said I can take
every bad thing and make it go away what
would you do, it really hit me hard ‘cause
I would have to say No! I would have to
say NO because if all the bad things in
my life were gone I don’t think I would
be who I am today because it’s not just
the good things that happen that are
memories and memories can make you
who you are but also the bad things be-
cause we can take the bad things to heart

Sammie Buechner, Brittany Skinner,
Emily Halberg and Bridget Skinner.

Closing Mass, Wow!

learned so many things on how to live
my life as a devout Catholic. From the
chastity couple, to Father Tony and his
don’t be stupid philosophy. I really took
it to heart because I know people in my
life that were just like the people some
the speakers described as the wrong type
of people to be or hang out around. I
will try to do my best to “Show up. Step
up. And step out.”

Rachel Barman - 1 learned more on this
NCYC trip than my previous NCYC trip
two years ago. A priest told me during
my reconciliation that to make going to
Mass something to look forward to, I
should start calling Jesus my friend. Since
so many teens would rather hang out
with friends, I thought that was a great
thing to say.

One of the things that I enjoyed most
was an activity that Amber, Kari and I did
in the art corner. We got a picture of
dominos and we had to re-create the pic-
ture out of real dominos and glue them
to a board. When all of the boards, done
by hundreds of people, were done, they
were put together. The patterns formed
Jesus’ face when it was done.

Amber and I also did an activity with
a large group of teens where we had to
use logic, teamwork, and our memories
to get to the Promised Land. This
showed us that there are good and bad
paths to take in life, but with the help and
support of Jesus, we will succeed.

One person can change the world if
they have faith and determination. They
will succeed if they trust in God and
stand up for what they believe in.

Kari Meyer - On my second NCYC trip I
know I learned as much if not more than
I did on my first one. I think my favorite
thing about NCYC is how many people

are there. We were in a giant arena and

and lean from them and that CAN

change who we are.

Emily Halberg - This was my first NCYC trip and it was great. [
don’t know what I would’ve done, and I would’ve missed out on a
lot. My favorite part of the whole trip was going to the Sprint
Center on Saturday night and morning and how everyone was so
into the dances and songs. My favorite session that I went to was
the one the couple had and how they were talking about their past

there were over 22,000 people at the
event all together. To be able to look at every single one of those
people and know that you all have such a big thing in common is
very powerful. It’s also very refreshing how kind and polite the
majority of the people are. Whenever someone bumped into an-
other they would both say sorry or excuse me. People hold doors
open for each other and let others go first. My favorite of the

Continued on page 4 >



