
while before coming I had been having 
many difficult situations that have had an 
unbearable amount of stress and unhappi-
ness. I had no idea what I could do with 
my future. I didn’t know and it made me 
afraid. I had been asking God to help me 
the whole time I was at NCYC. I needed 
answers. I don’t like having unanswered 
questions, they drive me insane. At times I 
felt that God didn’t want me in his king-
dom because he hadn’t answered my 
prayers. At one of the gatherings in the 
Sprint Center I had one of those moments 
and had turned off all of the blinking 
items. My whistle and my flashing cross. 
 Later during the gathering, my cross 
had started to blink again. At first I thought 
it was a malfunction but when I tried to 
turn it off the cross would not turn off. 
Eventually I got it off and I didn’t touch it, 
the next time I looked at it, it was flashing 
proudly. I quickly learned it was not going 
to turn off. And I left it alone, it flashed red 
and blue, and I thought for a second maybe 

Christmas Party 
 

The annual parish Christmas party will be on December 12th this 
year. Registration will begin at 12:30, (as in the past as you register 
you will be given a number and that is the order you get to see 
Santa), with the activities to begin with Father reading a story at 
1 PM. There will be face painting, singing of songs, a ventriloquist, 
Mr. & Mrs. Santa, pictures with Santa, hot dog, chips and soda, sand 
art and lots of fun. 

Marriages 
 

Alexander Szewczyk and 
    Danielle Williams 10-17-2009 
 

Tony Magestro and 
    Jennifer Mitchell 10-31-2009 
 
Michael Ericson and 
    Maureen Martin 11-07-2009 
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Ruth Miller 11-02-2009 
 

Beverly Hinrichs 11-11-2009 
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A Huge Thank You! 
 

On behalf of the St. Peter Outreach 
Program we wish to extend our grati-
tude to the anonymous donor who con-
tributed turkeys for needy families this 
Thanksgiving holiday. 
 Additional thanks are sent out to all 
those who specifically contributed to 
the St. Peter Charitable Fund for the 
purpose of adding a significant amount 
of staples to the turkeys. 
 Because of your generosity a full 
complement of groceries was purchased 
for distribution. 

Christmas Eve 
Children’s Liturgy 

 

Mark your calendar! 
 

All youth in our parish are in-
vited to participate in the 4:00 
p.m. Mass on Christmas Eve, 
December 24. In order to par-
ticipate in this wonderful lit-
urgy, youth MUST attend 
rehearsal on Wednesday, 
December 16 at 6:15 p.m. 

Baptisms 
 

Sean William Morris Vacek 
 11-08-2009 
Parents: Chauncey Vacek & 
 Danielle Lauren Mangiulli 

Advent Reconciliation Dates: St. Peter, Tue, Dec. 15th at 7:00 p.m. 
St. Bernard’s, Sun, Dec. 13th at 3:00 p.m. 
St. Dennis, Wed, Dec. 16th at 7:00 p.m. 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, Mon, Dec. 21st 7:00 p.m. 
 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Mass Times: 
Thursday December 24th at 4:00pm 
Thursday December 24th at 6:00pm 
Thursday December 24th at 11:00pm 
Friday December 25th at 9:00am 
Friday December 25th at 11:00am 

 Special thanks to Sally Matusek, 
Mary Dillon, Father Jim and Phil Bre-
unig for facilitating this worthwhile 
and much appreciated gesture on be-
half of our parish. 
 

Pat Breunig and Syl Kimberley 
St. Peter Outreach Program 

Poster Contest 
 

There will be a poster contest at the KC 
children's Christmas party at 1 PM on 
12/12. The theme will be "The true 
meaning of Christmas". There will be 
cash prizes of $25 for 1st, $15 for 2nd and 
$10 for 3rd. The winner will be entered 
in the diocesan contest. 

Upcoming Celebrations – Mark your calendars! 

First Reconciliation Retreat 
 
Students preparing for their First Reconciliation at-
tended a retreat on the morning of November 14. The 
youth made candles symbolizing God's forgiving love, 
toured the reconciliation room, visited a Jerusalem 
prison, and acted out parables. At the video station the 
students watched a clip from the movie version of The 
Grinch Who Stole Christmas. This was a timely and fun 
video, and the kids were able to easily identify all the 
steps of reconciliation that the Grinch went through in 
the final scenes of the movie. After all their preparations, 
the students celebrated their First Reconciliation on 
Wednesday, December 2 during class time. The evening 
wrapped up with a celebration for the youth and their 
families.  

Above: Ada Hazen and Alethea 
Paez work on their candles. 

 
At right: Colton Williams and 
Ethan Johnson make candles 

during the retreat. 

speakers were the kids that were my age. My 
favorite of those was a boy named Phillip. 
He had an inoperable brain tumor when he 
was younger and was projected to only have 
a very short time to live. However, with 
chemo and his very strong faith, he was able 
to have the brain tumor go way and is now 
in remission. He had such a strong faith at a 
very young age even though he was ex-
tremely sick. It showed me anything is pos-
sible when you give up your life to the Lord. 
  Your faith can take you a very long way 
in life. If you live in the light of Christ, you 
can do many great things. 
 

Amber Weinman - During my trip to 
NCYC I was unsure of what I was getting 
myself into. This was my first NCYC. I 
learned more about what God and Jesus 
have in mind for us to be in life and after. I 
have a better understanding of what it 
means to be a part of the Catholic faith. I 
came at just the right time to NCYC. A 

it was Jesus. I thought since it only flashed 
both colors, if it flashed one color it would 
be Jesus. Sure enough shortly after that it 
was only flashing red. And right there I had 
felt Jesus’ presence. After that I had been 
keeping my eyes out a little more. About an 
hour later a lady came up to me and 
handed me a brochure on the Peace Corps. 
I looked through it and had taken comfort 
helping like that, and sponsoring children 
in poverty. Jesus is calling me to help. After 
that many things had started to fall into 
place. I was getting answers. NCYC was a 
great place to go.  I had felt God’s presence 
and his comfort. He gave me answers and 
relieved my stress and sadness, my fears 
and gave me hope for the future. Thanks 
be to God.  

(Continued from page 3) 





Our Student’s Thoughts on NCYC 
 
Sammie Buechner - I learned so much and had so many great ex-
periences at NCYC. I’m so glad I decided to go. My greatest reali-
zation from this weekend is that I believe that there is good in 
everyone. I believe that Jesus is that good in everyone and the 
closer you are to Jesus, the more that good shows, because Jesus is 
that good in you. I don’t know if that makes sense, but it makes 
sense to me, and the idea of that just amazes me. It makes me feel 
safe and happy knowing that Jesus is always with me and helping 
me to become a better person. 
 I also learned the importance of saving sex for marriage. It is 
an amazing sacrifice and I believe that it will make my future mar-
riage stronger and more special, because it will be the gift that I 
am giving to my husband and no one else, and something I can 
only give once. If it’s something I can only give once, I want to 
give it to someone I love completely and with all of my heart. 
 NCYC was the most amazing thing ever because we are all so 
many different people with different lives and stories and struggles 

and triumphs, but we all had one common bond, we all love Jesus 
and want to celebrate him. We are all so different and yet we all 
come together to worship and we become one. 
 One of the greatest and most powerful experiences I have 
ever had was seeing over 20,000 people do the same thing. Like 
when we were doing the Catholic dance or when we were all do-
ing the clapping thing in the shape of a cross. Just looking out at 

everyone was so amazing. It made me think about how much we 
could do if we all came together and did the same thing, just like 
in the Sprint Center, and worked to make the world a better place 
for all those who live in it. So much could get done if we all 
worked for the greater good. 
 

Bridget Skinner - NCYC was amazing and the speakers were truly 
inspiring. Father Tony’s workshop was great and it made me real-
ize that I should remember that I came 
from God and everything I do reflects 
him. That is why you should always act 
with respect and don’t be stupid! I also 
really enjoyed the chastity speakers Jason 
and Crystallina. They both were so proud 
and sure of themselves and know that 
saving yourself for marriage was the right 
thing to do. They made me think about 
my life, my relationships, and my future 
relationships and realize that God has a 
plan for me and that if I let him take 
charge, he’ll make sure I find the people I 
need in my life. “This experience has 
helped me realize that life isn’t worth 
worrying about because if you let God 
take control he will make sure your life 
turns out just the way he planned.” 
 

Brittany Skinner - I had a great time on 
my second trip to NCYC and I am very 
sad that I will not be able to attend the 
2011 Indianapolis NCYC. I learned a lot 
but the one thing that stood out to me 
the most was the chastity speakers, Jason 
and Crystallina. They were very blunt 
about everything and it helped me to get 
the message they were trying to tell us. 
Crystallina really showed me how impor-
tant it is to respect yourself if you want 
guys to respect you too. You have to set 
your standards and never lower them 
because you deserve the best and nothing 
less than that.” 
 

TJ Gillitzer - When Steve said if Jesus 
came to you today and said I can take 
every bad thing and make it go away what 
would you do, it really hit me hard ‘cause 
I would have to say No! I would have to 
say NO because if all the bad things in 
my life were gone I don’t think I would 
be who I am today because it’s not just 
the good things that happen that are 
memories and memories can make you 
who you are but also the bad things be-
cause we can take the bad things to heart 
and lean from them and that CAN 
change who we are. 
 

Emily Halberg - This was my first NCYC trip and it was great. I 
don’t know what I would’ve done, and I would’ve missed out on a 
lot. My favorite part of the whole trip was going to the Sprint 
Center on Saturday night and morning and how everyone was so 
into the dances and songs. My favorite session that I went to was 
the one the couple had and how they were talking about their past 

and what they wish they would have done differently. That really 
helped me realize many things and that if I don’t feel comfortable 
in a relationship to get out of it. And also not to tolerate anything 
from anyone. The main thing that I learned is that if anyone treats 
you with less respect than you deserve DUMP THEM! 
 

Brandon Skinner - This NCYC was amazing. It was even better 
than the first one I went on and I thought that was an impossible 

thing to beat. During these few days I 
learned so many things on how to live 
my life as a devout Catholic. From the 
chastity couple, to Father Tony and his 
don’t be stupid philosophy. I really took 
it to heart because I know people in my 
life that were just like the people some 
the speakers described as the wrong type 
of people to be or hang out around.  I 
will try to do my best to “Show up. Step 
up. And step out.” 
 

Rachel Barman - I learned more on this 
NCYC trip than my previous NCYC trip 
two years ago. A priest told me during 
my reconciliation that to make going to 
Mass something to look forward to, I 
should start calling Jesus my friend. Since 
so many teens would rather hang out 
with friends, I thought that was a great 
thing to say. 
 One of the things that I enjoyed most 
was an activity that Amber, Kari and I did 
in the art corner. We got a picture of 
dominos and we had to re-create the pic-
ture out of real dominos and glue them 
to a board. When all of the boards, done 
by hundreds of people, were done, they 
were put together. The patterns formed 
Jesus’ face when it was done. 
 Amber and I also did an activity with 
a large group of teens where we had to 
use logic, teamwork, and our memories 
to get to the Promised Land. This 
showed us that there are good and bad 
paths to take in life, but with the help and 
support of Jesus, we will succeed. 
 One person can change the world if 
they have faith and determination. They 
will succeed if they trust in God and 
stand up for what they believe in. 
 

Kari Meyer - On my second NCYC trip I 
know I learned as much if not more than 
I did on my first one. I think my favorite 
thing about NCYC is how many people 
are there. We were in a giant arena and 
there were over 22,000 people at the 

event all together. To be able to look at every single one of those 
people and know that you all have such a big thing in common is 
very powerful. It’s also very refreshing how kind and polite the 
majority of the people are. Whenever someone bumped into an-
other they would both say sorry or excuse me. People hold doors 
open for each other and let others go first. My favorite of the 

Closing Mass, Wow! 

T.J. Gillitzer, Kari Meyer and Brandon Skinner. 

Sammie Buechner, Brittany Skinner, 
Emily Halberg and Bridget Skinner. 

An enthused group of 11 were among nearly 23,000 plus 
other Catholic youth, their leaders, priests and bishops at 
the National Catholic Youth Conference (NCYC) Novem-
ber 19-21 in Kansas City, Mo. NCYC is the largest single 
gathering of Catholic youth in the United States. For the 
three day conference they gathered for prayer catechesis and 
celebration. Students were also able to rekindle some old 
friendships and make new ones with others on the bus from 
the Diocese of Madison. 
 Once in Kansas City, they began to intermix with other 
Catholic high school students by trading small items that 
represented our state. Each day of the conference had a dif-
ferent theme reflecting on the general theme, Christ Reigns. 
The conference began with the president of the National 
Federation of Catholic Youth Ministry, Bob McCarty, mak-
ing an entrance from the ceiling as he was slowly lowered to 
the stage. He welcomed us, and reminded us that Christ 
Reigns In us, Among us and Through us. He also encour-
aged us to Show Up, Step Up and Step Out during the con-
ference to really get the most out of the weekend, and to live 
out that theme in our everyday lives. 

St. Peter’s Sends Eleven to National Catholic Youth Conference 

 The group gathered each day for song, prayer, key note 
speakers and faith sharing.  Students also attended a variety 
of workshops and had time to explore the thematic Reign 
Forest Park, with an interactive art area, games, vocations 
area, music, Catholic spiritual exhibits, sports area and 
Catholic merchandise. 
 On Friday morning the group experienced the power of 
Eucharistic Adoration in the Sprint Center. The entire 
18,000 people in the Sprint Center then processed behind 
the Blessed Sacrament through the streets of Kansas City to 
the Convention Center where 4,000 others waited to help 
receive the Blessed Sacrament as it was placed in the chapel. 
Adoration was available to students the rest of the weekend. 
Much loved Catholic entertainers Steve Angrisano and Jesse 
Manibusan emceed the conference and lead the group in 
song and prayer every day. Another favorite presenter was 
Father Tony Ricard, who many from St. Peter’s youth 
group had seen in New Orleans. Father Tony reminded us 
that ignorance is when you do not know something. But, 
stupidity is when you know something is wrong but you 
still do it! He told the group that our lives would be so 
much better if we listened to what God has been trying to 
teach us, “Remember who you belong to and don’t be stu-
pid!” Another popular session was presented by Jason and 
Crystallina Evert. They spoke about embracing the virtue of 
chastity and how it brings freedom, respect, peace and ro-
mance without regret. 
 The closing liturgy was phenomenal and the highlight 
of the conference. Mass was concelebrated by 39 bishops, 
over 140 priests, deacons and seminarians.  It is cool to be 
Catholic!  

At left: St. Peter's Group included, Rachel Barman, 
Bridget Skinner, Brandon Skinner, Brittany Skinner, 

Emily Halberg, T.J. Gillitzer, Amber Weinman, Kari Meyer, 
Sammie Buechner, Nicki Paulson and Peg Miller. 

Rachel Barman, Amber Weinman, Sammie Buechner. 

Continued on page 4  


